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Isibonelo:    vula   umama 

bona yena lokhu kuna thina 

inja amanzi ikati ijezi igama 

shono hlala wena njalo imoto 

qala azisa kusasa lalela hamba 

eduze umlenze dlala khumbuza itekisi 

indlulamithi abantwana Umasingana ibhayisikili shanela 

umntwana ikomishi abafundi impama inkosikazi 

isicabha izinzwane iminqathe impukane ingonyama 

umnqwazi igedlela imbongolo ifasitela isigqoko 

mpilonhle isibhedlele ukuxhentsa Umgqibelo intshonalanga 

umshushuluzo intothoviyane iphephandaba isicabucabu ukuqhayisa 

Umvelinqangqi ubukhwebezane umgqugquzeli echwebeni inxanxathela 
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Isobho Lamatshe  

Kunesihambi esilambile. 

Sahamba sicela emizini yabantu. Abantu babengenakho ukudla. 
Isihambi sathola isu. Isihambi sathola ibhodwe.  

Sathatha amatshe sawafaka ebhodweni. Sathela amanzi. Sabasa 
umlilo, sabeka ibhodwe eziko. 

Sama salinda ibhodwe laze labila. 

Kwafika intombazane yacela ukwazi ukuthi siphekani isihambi eziko. 

“Ngipheka isobho elimnandi lamatshe. Kodwa kumele ngilifake into 
ukuze linongeke,” kusho isihambi.  

 “Nginezaqathe mina,” wabe esenika isihambi. Sazifaka ebhodweni.  
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How the elephant got its trunk

In times long ago, elephants had short noses. One day Bubu, the 
baby elephant, went for a walk through the forest.  He always 
wanted to know things, so he asked lots of questions. 
  
He walked to the bank of a river. He had 
never seen a crocodile before. “Hello, Mr 
Crocodile. What do you like to eat?” Bubu 
asked politely.  
 
The crocodile grabbed the little elephant by his nose and pulled hard. 
But Bubu fought back by spreading out his legs and pulling back. At 
each pull his nose grew longer and longer. At last the crocodile let go 
of the nose and swam away.  
 
Instead of his short nose, Bubu now had a long trunk! He could do all 
kinds of new things with it! 


